Rubric for Holistic Grading of Physics Microthemes
6,5

Microthemes in this category will show a confident understanding of the physics concepts and will explain those concepts clearly to the intended audience.  A 6 theme will be clearly written throughout; will contain almost no errors in spelling, punctuation, or grammar; and will have enough development to provide a truly helpful explanation to learners.  A 5 theme will still be successful in teaching the physics concepts to the intended audience but may have more errors or somewhat less development than a 6.  The key to microthemes in the 6,5 category is that they must show a correct understanding of the physics and explain the concept clearly to a new learner.

4,3

Microthemes in this category will reveal to the instructor that the writer probably understands the physics concepts, but lack of clarity in the writing or lack of fully developed explanations means that the microtheme would not teach the concept to new learners.  Microthemes in the 4,3 category are usually "you know what I mean" essays; someone who already understands the concepts can tell us that the writer probably does, too, but someone who does not already understand the concepts would not learn anything from the explanation.  This category is also appropriate for clearly written essays that have minor misunderstandings of the physics concept or for accurate essays full of sentence-level errors.

2,1

These microthemes will be unsuccessful either because the writer fails to understand the physics concepts, because the number of errors is so high the instructor cannot determine how much the writer understands, or because the explanations lack even minimum development.  Give a score of 2 or 1 if the writer misunderstands the physics, even if the essay is otherwise well written.  Also give a score of 2 or 1 to essays so poorly written that the reader can't understand them.
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