Staff Council Meeting Minutes

Thursday, November 15, 2007

New Arena Lounge

Present:  Darlene Bouley, Mike Smith, Tina Davia, Susan Foisy, Susan Hill, Cathy Baust, Noreen Hodapp, Jeanette Holder, Christopher Joseph, Jamie LaMoreaux, Elizabeth Herrera Carrasquillo, Carmen Afonso, Curtis Slade, Nicole Griffin, Carmen Tornette (for Kelly Reid) and Fran Uddo.

Absent  Jennifer Butcher; Kelly Reid; Rhodney Browdy; Bob Berlin; Demica Colbert, Edwin Hernandez, Maritza Pomales, Jennifer Raraigh-Hopper, Grissel Guzman.

Guests:  Kirk Speraw, Head Coach Men’s Basketball and Jared Eller, Director, Sports Marketing & Promotions from the Athletics Department.

Proceedings:

· Meeting called to order at 9:40 am, by President, Darlene Bouley

· Attendance: Sign up sheet in lieu of roll call

· Introduction of guests speakers/members.

· Minutes of the October 18, 2007 meeting were read and approved

· Revision to the minutes is to add Edwin Hernandez as excused absence and to correct statement about parking in Research Park that was incorrectly attributed to Jamie.

Guest Speaker Kirk Speraw: Spoke about the pride and spirit of the UCF community.  He encouraged staff, alumni, boosters and students to attend games. Coach Speraw discussed the men’s basketball team and their accomplishments. 

Guest Speaker Jared Eller: Spoke on behalf of the athletic department and looking for more staff participation at events. There will be a basketball game (November 28th) in which staff can obtain free tickets for themselves and guests.  They are also offering reduced season basketball tickets.  

The new Arena is a $300 million expansion using private funding; no state funding was used.  UCF is the first university to have a new football stadium and basketball arena to be opened at the same time.

100 free tickets to the forthcoming football game were given to the council for distribution.

HR Report: Mark Roberts 

· Mark addressed the campus wide email that was sent out notifying all employees of the holiday time given off in addition to Christmas and New Years days.   Staff Council had written a letter to administration, and was waiting a decision before all of campus got this notice.  Mr. Merck conveys his regret in not sending a reply sooner to the staff council.

· The reasoning behind the decision of only 2 extra days and not the entire week was that it would increase payroll costs, due to the amount of required personnel and the overtime costs needed for the requested time off.

· It was brought up that UF/UWF allow the time between Christmas and New Years off with pay.  Mr. Roberts stated that those universities have an extra class, called TEAMS.  This classification does not have the job security as USPS personnel.  TEAM’s members are treated as “A&P” without job termination security.

· According to news reports, there appears to be more budget cuts in the future.

· UCF has not made any layoffs at this time.  If layoffs are needed, then the President and his officers will devise a plan for the campus wide employees.

· There were discussions regarding the discrepancy regarding the annual leave earned by USPS and A&P.

· There were discussions regarding the amount of annual leave USPS and A&P can carry forward yearly.

· Mark Roberts also stated that USPS personnel have the benefit of NON-UCF arbitration regarding termination.

At the January meeting will be results of the research committees’ questionnaire regarding the benefits that other state universities afford their employees.

The February meeting will be dedicated to the research committees’ results and a question and answer session for Human Resources.

Treasurer’s Report: Given by Darlene Bouley   No changes.

Committees

· Parking Appeals Committee - no response regarding nomination of new staff council member to replace Bob Berlin who became committee chair.
· The Employee of the Month appears to be done solely by HR and not a university committee as was stated on the council’s website.  Elizabeth Herrera Carrasquillo from HR will ask for a meeting between staff council and HR regarding this committee.
· Strategic Planning - Mike Smith continues to be a member, even though president is normally on this committee.
· Per Susan Foisy the research committee met in October and a questionnaire is forthcoming and committee members will research other state university policies and procedures.
· Scholarship committee- The application has been added to the website and there have been applications received.  The winner’s award will be presented at the January meeting.  The committee members are Mike Smith, Curtis Slade and Nicole Griffin.
· Fundraising – try to sell the Pegasus beanies and pins.  Great Christmas gift.
Suggestion was discussed about selling pins at the football games, but prior approval is needed.  Edwin will contact Al Harms for permission.

Upcoming events: Holiday Luncheon, Dec 10th at the marketplace.  .

Meeting adjourned at 11:15 am, by President, Darlene Bouley

Next Meeting: January 17 2007, 9:30-11 AM in University Towers, rooms 301.





Minutes submitted: Fran Uddo, Council Secretary
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