Staff Council Meeting Minutes – Annual Assembly

Thursday, April 16, 2009

Student Union – Cape Florida – Room 316

Present:  Carmen Afonso, Bill Bartley, Cathy Baust, Darlene Bouley, Kristina Brough, Rhodney Browdy, Jennifer Butcher, Tina Candella, Demica Colbert, Ric Colon, Tina Davia, Susan Foisy, Susan Hill, Noreen Hodapp, 

Jamie La Moreaux, Julie McGuire, Stuart McKee, Maureen Oliveri, Laura Plaisted, Maritza Pomales, Jennifer Raraigh-Hopper, Bill Scoltock, Darlaina Shackelford,  Mike Smith, Pauline Strauss

Absent:  Jeffery Golub, Jeanette Holder 

Proceedings:

·  Meeting called to order at 9:30 AM, by President, Darlene Bouley.

· Attendance:  Sign in sheet in lieu of roll call.
· Introduction of new council members 2009-2011 term. Barbara Brown, Landscape & Natural Resources, Anna Dvorecky, Library, DiAnn Glenn, Facilities & Safety, Nikia Hollingsworth, Film Dept., Bree Massingale, President’s Office, Joanne McCully, Recreation & Wellness Center, Tanya Jo Ormseth, Rosen College, Thomas Pastore, Parking Services, Tamara Smith, College of Medicine, Jayalakshumi Swami, Facilities & Safety, Dania Suarez, Regional Campuses, Randolph Sulter, Police Dept., 
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Terry Hickey - Provost

·  The latest proposed budget before the House and Senate vary widely.
· The legislature is considering a pay cut for state employees, however, no final decision has been made.

· Furloughs are still being considered, and would be in addition to the proposed, yet undecided pay cuts.

· University administrators would prefer to have the state allow UCF to cut its budget to balance according to UCF’s own needs assessment, instead of administering pay cuts; however, whether the government will allow this is currently undetermined.
· UCF, to date, has not exercised lay-offs, pay cuts, or program cuts because the reserves helped sustain the university through the past approximately two years of tightening budgets.  Many other Florida universities have already exercised lay-offs, etc.

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Bill Merck – V.P. of Administration and Finance
·  The university is cutting costs through cutting water consumption, making new buildings more energy efficient, purchasing power at off-peak times, etc.
· The UCF Physical Plant – Grounds Maintenance has been exercising new planting, watering, and fertilizing techniques for improved efficiency and cost effectiveness.

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Mark Roberts, Director of Human Resources 
·  The Drop Program could be receiving some modifications, but there is no current legislation for it to be discontinued.
· Tuition waivers are expected to continue to be offered to eligible UCF employees.

· On May 1, 2009, the employer benefit contribution costs are going up.  Employee rates haven’t gone up in the past two years, and it is uncertain at this time if they will go up next year.

·  October is the approximate month that President Hitt looks at whether to set a holiday work break in addition to  holidays granted to UCF employees.

The Staff Council held a “chance” drawing for many wonderful donated prizes that came from local businesses in our community.  Twenty-eight prizes were awarded; the proceeds earned from the purchase of “chance” tickets directly benefits the Staff Council scholarships which are awarded to eligible staff in the fall and spring semesters to UCF employees who are taking classes, and their qualified dependants.
Today’s refreshments provided by: UCF Human Resources, and USPS Staff Council Funds

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 AM by President, Darlene Bouley

Next meeting, May 21, 2009 at South Side BBQ & Pizza at Ferrell Commons.
Meeting Minutes submitted by:  Jennifer Raraigh-Hopper, Council Secretary

