
Group: Luckett, Buzzetta, Kaye,

Nelson, Hobbs, Myers

Music History Group Presentation

MUL2014 (Warfield)

Chapter 80: Some Current Trends

(First Section, p.459-465)

Summary:


The first section of Chapter 80 defines both minimalism and New Romanticism, and initially gives a brief description of each genre. Minimalism is then described in more detail (i.e. stylistic traits, various ethnic influence) and prominent minimalist composers are identified (Glass, Reich). Spiritual minimalism is then explained, which transitions into describing the composer Arvo Pärt, a prominent spiritual minimalist. After analyzing one of Pärt’s pieces, the chapter transitions to the composer John Adams. In reference to Adams, the chapter gives a short biography and list of his works, while also describing his post-minimalist style. The first section concludes with an analysis of Adams’ Tromba Lontana and an introduction into New Romanticism.
Chapter 80

1) What is minimalism and what are its basic stylistic traits/features?

2) What is tintinnabulation, and who created it?

3) Where is Arvo Pärt from, what kind of minimalism is he known for, and what are the characteristics of this kind of minimalism?

4) Where was John Adams educated, and what does he incorporate in his minimalist music?

Listening Guide 59 [p.465, Adams: Tromba Lontana (Distant Trumpet)]

1) What is the performing medium of this piece?

2) Why is this piece sometimes referred to as an “anti-fanfare”?

3) How does this piece reflect Adams’ minimalist musical style?

