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With assistance from Gershwin family members, Edward Jablonski compiles a brief but useful resource for George Gershwin fans and scholars. Jablonski gathered many genuine quotes from friends, colleagues, and critics of George Gershwin. With these references, Jablonski creates a semi-chronological view of Gershwin’s life. All accounts of Gershwin are from his contemporaries. Many of the accounts stem from first-hand relationships with Gershwin, whether classmate (Mario Braggiotti), brother (Ira Gershwin), performer (Eva Gauthier), or collaborator (Ring Lardner and George S. Kaufman). Therefore, even though some of these accounts discuss G. Gershwin’s preferences, favorites, and opinions (such as Charles Shaw, an essayist), they are the most reliable accounts one can offer.

The book’s format is easily readable. It begins with the usual publication information and list of contents, but then lists its illustrations (which are found in the middle of the book) before the acknowledgements. After a very succinct introduction, Jablonski gives a very intriguing sixteen-page chronology, not only of Gershwin’s life and works, but contemporary figures and events as well. At the end of the book can be found the appendix and index.

The first body chapter, “Boyhood and Musical Training,” gives a short introduction to the early lives of George and Ira. The remainder of the chapter is a collection of quotes from certain people who were associated with G. Gershwin, such as some of his teachers, siblings, Fred Astaire, and G. Gershwin’s first biographer. Readers get to know Gershwin through the most reliable sources. The quotes are grouped by their owner, but the owners of the quotes are not arranged in any specific way. However, each remaining chapter is arranged in this exact way. Additionally, with each new person, Jablonski gives a short paragraph to introduce the reader to this person and validate this person’s reason for being quoted, i.e., his/her connection to Gershwin.

The bulk of the quotes used for the second chapter, “Discovery,” are from Isaac Goldberg (1887-1938), whose credentials do not only include being Gershwin’s first biographer, but also being a musicologist and lecturer at Harvard University. In this chapter, there is an abbreviated timeline that covers events from 1917-1918. Chapter three gives quotes from Olin Downes (author and music critic for the New York Times), Paul Whiteman, and Ferde Grofé, who was Whiteman’s arranger and accompanist. Whiteman led the band that premiered Rhapsody in Blue, with which this chapter shares the name. 

The title of chapter four, “A Young Colossus,” represents the contents of the chapter. It begins with a poetic, illustrative description of the impact of Rhapsody on the American musical scene, after which it presents another timeline, but this time, under Franklin Pierce Adams’ section of quotes. These quotes use the old, British spelling of things, such as the extra “e” on the end of words. Such telling detail is evident that the sources from which these quotes were taken are genuine and therefore reliable. Also found in this chapter is a sample scene from Lardner and Kaufman, who were collaborators with both George and Ira Gershwin. Alexander Woolcoot provides a five-page prose narrative, describing G. Gershwin as having an “enigmatic personality.” Charles Shaw’s account of Gershwin lists, in no organized order, Gershwin’s favorites and opinions of things. Being an essayist, it was interesting to see his information arranged in such a way. Chapters six, seven, and eight cover Porgy and Bess, Pundits: Pros and Cons, and Gershwin and Art, respectively. The final chapter, “Hollywood: The End,” finally has a quote from Arnold Schoenberg, a composer and contemporary of Gershwin.

Overall, Gershwin Remembered is quite a useful source if looking for information that may not usually be found in many places. It is a very inclusive and comprehensive tool insofar as one does not need to consult numerous outside sources for such supplementary information.
Katie McCoy
