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George Gershwin: a Selected Bibliography and Discography is the first volume in a series entitled Bibliographies in American Music produced by the College Music Society. The work marks the 75th anniversary of the birth of the composer George Gershwin. The author, Charles M. Schwartz, compiled the sources contained in the bibliography and discography as part of his work on a doctoral dissertation that would later become the book Gershwin: His Life and Music.
The volume features an introduction by the author, in which he states that many of the Gershwin biographers works have substance, but also exhibit a personal bias due to the various author’s relationships with the Gershwin family and Ira Gershwin in particular. The author sees these close ties as valuable for obtaining source information, but as tainting the objectivity of the analyses and evaluation of Gershwin’s music. The author also makes the distinction that this work is not a “complete” bibliography, as that would not be realizable, but rather a “selected” bibliography of the most reliable and relevant sources of information.

The introduction is followed by a chronological list of the highlights of Gershwin’s life. These three pages are a brief biography with the major events in the life of the composer starting at his birth and ending with his death. This list serves as an overview biography and does not go into great depth. Each year in the list is followed by only a few sentences describing the event of that particular year in the composer’s life, such as the entry for the year 1917, which states “Gershwin left Remmick’s on March 17 to make his career as a tunesmith.”

The bibliography section of the book contains 654 items all arranged alphabetically by author. A number of the items have descriptive annotations. Items of special interest are marked with an asterisk. The bibliography includes the works of the noted Gershwin scholars up to the date of publication, such as Merle Armitage, Isaac Goldberg, Oscar Levant, and David Ewen. The bibliography includes books, periodical articles, program notes, dictionary entries, and reviews in English, but also in German, French, Russian and Italian. These lists give an author name and a source for finding rare documents, such as the program notes for the first performances of many of Gershwin’s works. Many of the sources are from the early 1920’s and are articles or books written while the composer was alive and productive. Included are various libraries where collections of Gershwin’s works are located, such as the New York Public Library and the Fisk University library in Nashville. The brief annotations are descriptive enough to give the user a sense of what the item is and may contain some of the author’s opinions of the items. As an example, the author’s annotation for item number 426 (OSGOOD, Henry Osborne. So This Is Jazz. Boston: Little, Brown, 1926. 258pp) states:

Excellent source of information about the genesis and premiere of Concerto in F & Rhapsody in Blue; see especially chapters 11-17, which provide many details about Rhapsody in Blue and “Gershwin, the White Hope.”

The discography is a selected list of recordings of Gershwin’s works complete with record numbers and record labels. Some recordings are of the composer playing the pieces or recordings of piano rolls. Other recordings are of various others playing Gershwin’s music. The list includes recordings of major symphonies as well as prominent music figures, such as Ella Fitzgerald and Bing Crosby, and their recordings of Gershwin’s songs. The list is limited to phonographs due to the age of the book and the author’s choice to not include tapes or cassettes in the discography. The final pages of the book are a list of movies based on Gershwin’s works. Included in the entries are the date of production, the movie studio responsible, the songs featured in the film, and the cast of the film. 
This bibliography is a thorough list of many items relevant to Gershwin scholarship up to the year 1974. Even though this volume is over twenty years old, it provides solid information for today’s researchers. Using the information contained in the book in tandem with an Internet database provides a very quick and efficient way of finding the items in the bibliography online and in libraries and collections that have access to the information. Many of the items in the bibliography are not available online so while there is a certain amount of usefulness to the book in aiding web searches, it also has the major drawback of having multiple “dead ends.” Many of the older periodical articles are difficult to find in any database. This bibliography, while dated, is still useful as a “head start” over starting research from scratch.
