Office of Student Conduct/Department of Philosophy Seminar in Academic Integrity

2:00 – 4:00 p.m./OSC Conference Room

Dr. Nancy Stanlick (stanlick@mail.ucf.edu)

Send your document with the answers to all the questions and elements of this assignment saved with your last name as part of the document name by 4:00 p.m. one week from the day of the meeting of the seminar to the e-mail address listed above.  For example, use “SmithAssignments” or some other name that will identify the file as yours.

ASSIGNMENT 1:  Your Perceptions of Your Own Case (For this one, if you don’t want to discuss YOUR OWN individual case, then take into consideration a hypothetical case [for example, slugging another student for sneaking a peek at your midterm exam questions, which resulted in your being accused of cheating].)  
Send this document (as one attachment containing all 5 assignments) to me at the e-mail address listed above by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, March 27, 2006.

Check one of these:

____________ I am referring in my answers in ASSIGNMENT 1 to the actual reason that I am attending this seminar.

____________I am referring in my answers in ASSIGNMENT 1 to a hypothetical case that might lead someone to be required to take this seminar.

1. Why were you (or your hypothetical person) told that you needed to attend this seminar?  

2. What other sanctions did you (or your hypothetical person) receive?

3. If you (or your hypothetical person) attended this seminar due to an instance of academic dishonesty, in which course did it take place?  If you (or your hypothetical person) are here for some other reason that is a violation of the UCF Golden Rule, where did the incident take place?  What were the circumstances surrounding the incident?

4. If you believe that you (or your hypothetical person) did not do anything to warrant sanctions, say here why that is the case.

5. If you believe that you (or your hypothetical person) did do something that warrants a sanction, tell me why you think that is the case.

6. Do you think that the sanctions against you (or your hypothetical person) are appropriate for what you did or were accused of doing (even if you believe that you did not do anything wrong)?

7. Even if you believe that you (or your hypothetical person) were unjustly and inappropriately sent to this seminar and/or sanctioned in some other way for some violation of the UCF Golden Rule because you did not do anything, in your view, to warrant sanctions, explain what you believe would be appropriate sanctions if you had done or if you did do whatever it is that led to your being here.

ASSIGNMENT 2:  Perceptions of Academic Dishonesty (Cheating and Plagiarism), or personal integrity


Using a scale of 1-5, where 5 is the most serious/bad and 1 is the least serious, please indicate,  for each of the following, what you think of them as instances of academic dishonesty or violations of academic or personal integrity.  If you think that something is not academically dishonest or not a violation of academic or personal integrity, use “0”.  You can use each number more than once.

_____1.  You are taking an exam and the professor said that no one is to talk to anyone else during the exam.  But your pen ran out of ink, so you asked the person next to you if you could borrow his extra pen.  The faculty member sees you lean close to the person next to you and sees that you are talking to him.  The faculty member accuses you of academic dishonesty.

_____2.  You write this in your paper on Martin Luther King, Jr.:  “Martin Luther King, Jr. had a dream that someday, people would be judged by the content of their character, not by the color of their skin.”  You heard the speech on a History Channel documentary, but you did not say in your paper that this is the source of the quotation.  That is, you have no in-text reference, no footnote or endnote to indicate the source from which you obtained the quotation.  

_____3.  You go to the web site, “schoolsucks.com,” and download a paper on academic dishonesty.  You then put your name on the top, print the paper, and hand it in as your term paper for an ethics course, thinking to yourself that it is your paper because you bought it.

_____4.  You allow your roommate to read your paper for a composition class.  Your roommate is also taking a composition class, but a different section with a different instructor.  Your roommate was having trouble writing the first paragraph of her paper, so she paraphrased yours.  Unknown to you and your roommate, a graduate student graded all the papers from 4 different composition classes (two of which were your section and that of your roommate) and found similarities between yours and your roommate’s.  You are both accused of academic dishonesty/plagiarism.

_____5.  You are taking a test and notice that the person sitting next to you forgot to put his name on the top of his test.  You know that he always gets high grades in this class, and you are just scraping by and have not studied for the test. You have an idea.  When he gets up to turn in his test, you will go right behind him.  When he sets it down and walks away, you will write your name on his test, and you will write his name on your test.

_____6.  You are engaged in a course in which there is a collaborative project due with a group of 5 other students.  The collaborative project counts as 30% of the final grade for each individual in the group.  You have been sick lately (you had bronchitis and broke your foot), so you offer to pay one of the people in your collaborative group to write your part of the collaborative project so that you don’t have to do it.

_____7.  You go to a web site and buy notes from your calculus class.  The notes contain the answers to review questions for a major exam in the course.  The review questions were actual exam questions from the previous semester.

_____8.  You pay someone to pretend to be you in order for the person you pay to take your economics test.  The test is held in a big auditorium and you know that the professor does not check IDs of students who are taking the exam.  And since it is such a big class, and the professor doesn’t know you, you know that you will not be caught/found out.

_____9.  You and another person in your American History course are assigned to do a presentation on the Civil War.  Your research partner, however, is not very bright (or at least you don’t think he is).  So instead of taking a chance on having him “mess up” your grade for the course, you tell him that you will do all the research and the presentation, but that you will tell the professor that both of you agreed to split up the work so that he would do the research and you would do the presentation.  The professor does not know any different, and never finds out the truth.  You and your research partner each get a “C.”

_____10. You are completely prepared for a major test in your Political Science class.  Unfortunately, you misunderstood the syllabus and studied the wrong chapters.  When you sit down to take the test and realize that you read and studied all the wrong things, you become agitated, throw the test down in front of the professor, and refer to him by an ugly name, yelling as you leave that he is an incompetent boob for not writing a clearer syllabus.

_____11.  You have been drinking on a Saturday night at a bar across the street from campus.  You live on campus.  You decide to drive your car back to the parking lot at your apartment on campus, thinking that  because it’s only across the street, it’s no big deal.  You are arrested for DUI.

_____12. You have a serious migraine headache, but have run out of the prescription medication that you normally take for it.  Your roommate has a similar prescription medication, so you take one from the medicine cabinet that you share.  Your headache is gone in a few hours.

_____13. Your roommate has a stash of some kind of illicit drug in his room in the apartment that you share.  In fact, his stash of the stuff is huge.  But it’s not yours, and you don’t take drugs.  You figure it is none of your business.  You and your roommate are arrested for possession.

_____14.  A girl/guy that you just met at a party is rip-roaring drunk.  You have had a few, but are not impaired.  You ask your new friend whether she/he would like to party a bit in your room.  Your new friend says yes.  The next morning, your new friend accuses you of sexual assault, claiming that she/he could not have knowingly consented to sexual activity and you took advantage of her/him.

_____15. Your professor refuses to change your grade on an exam even though you have proof that it was graded improperly by the machine that does scantrons.  Even after pleading with the professor, she continues to refuse to change the grade.  You call her a *(*^%@, and storm out of her office.

Assignment 3:  The UCF Golden Rule
1.  Among the 15 cases in Assignment 2, choose one of those that you think is not academically dishonest or that is not a violation of academic integrity, or the one that you found to be the least serious violation, and explain, referring to the UCF Golden Rule, why you are right (or wrong, if that is the case).

2.  Now, take one of the cases from Assignment 2 and explain, using any one of the ethical theories discussed during the seminar, the reason that the action is morally wrong (or not morally wrong).

Assignment 4:  Some of these questions can be answered by considering the content of the seminar or, in some cases, the question asks for your opinion.  For others, you’ll need either to know already, or you’ll have to look up the information from UCF resources online or in print.

________________________________________1.  Where do you go on campus to get legitimate assistance with writing a paper?

_________________________________________2.  Which UCF resource has study sessions called the “Supplemental Instruction Program” for historically difficult courses?

__________________________________________________________________________3.  Find two web resources on campus at which you can find information about formatting/reference/citation formats for writing a paper.  Write/type their URLs here.

__________________________________________________________________________4.  If you need an article from an academic or other print source from the Library, but the UCF Library does not own a copy of what you need, what do you do to get a copy of it through UCF?

__________________________________________5.  Where can you find a copy of the UCF Golden Rule?

6.  If you are using the Internet to do research for a paper or project for a course, how do you know whether the information you see is authoritative?  Explain briefly.

Assignment 5:  Fill out the seminar evaluation form.  Remember that your responses on this form will in no way affect your status as having completed any of the other assignments for the course.  Your honest replies are appreciated.  Thanks.

For each of the following, use this scale:

1:  Strongly agree or every much

2:  Agree or A Little

3:  Neither agree nor disagree

4:  Disagree or Not Much

5:  Strongly disagree or Not at all

Under each question, please write comments that you deem to be appropriate or useful.

_____1.  The course content of the seminar was applicable to your particular case or violation of the GR or UCF Creed?

_____2.  This course has helped you to change your way of thinking about academic or personal integrity?  How?  Or why not?

_____3.  One of the ethical theories discussed in this course relates best to your violation of the Golden Rule or UCF Creed.  Explain why the theory you have selected relates best.  If none of them relates, explain why.

_____4.  There was enough time spent on the material, given the time that the seminar meets.

_____5.  I would have liked to engage in more discussion in the class about specific issues.  Which issues would you like to spend more time on?

_____6.  The assignments given in this class are useful or interesting.  Which one(s), and how?

_____7.  The assignments were clearly written and easy to follow.  Comments?

_____8.  The assignments were clearly explained.  Please explain briefly which one(s) were not clear, if any, or what you think needs improvement.

_____9.  The assignments were clearly explained by the instructor during the seminar.

_____10. The pace of the course was appropriate.

_____11. I learned something I didn’t know before by attending this seminar.  What, in particular, did you find out that you didn’t know before?

_____12. The instructor was concerned that I/we understood the content of the seminar.

_____13. There is enough time to complete the assignments for the seminar.

_____14. The Office of Student Conduct sent or provided you with relevant information on meeting times and places.

_____15.  If you would like to do so, comment here on any other elements of the seminar as you see fit.

