Syllabus

Latin American Humanities - HUM 2461(1-03)

Instructor: Dr. Harry Coverston


Place: Osceola, I - 233

Phone: 
       (407) 299-5000 X


             Time: T/R 12 - 1:15 p.m. 

[H] 
(407) 896 - 4839 (before 10 p.m.)

Final: 






Email- hcoverston@valenciacc.edu


Office: 

Credit Hours: 3 hours of Humanities credit; 3 hours Gordon Rule requirement

Description:
This course provides an integrated examination of dominant ideas in Western

culture as expressed in and music, philosophy, religion, literature and architecture. It provides an overview of Latin American humanities analyzing the cultural developments of Central and South America from the Pre-Conquest 
through the modem period. This Gordon Rule class will require each student to write a minimum of 6000 words.

Prerequisites: All students must have successfully completed Composition I (ENC 1101 or

11O1H). Students who do not meet this prerequisite may be withdrawn from the class at any time with no refund.

Competencies: The VCC Core Competencies will be developed in this class.

1. THINK – Students will be required to think critically, to examine assumptions and to support 

their thought both in class discussions as well as in written assignments. 

2. VALUE – Students will be required to reflect upon their own values, how they came to hold them 

and whether they should continue to hold those values in light of reflection upon readings, 

videos and class discussions. This competency includes learning to respectfully hear and 

consider the thinking of others, examining one’s own values in light of the same and 

respecting the person of those whose ideas with which we might disagree. 

3. COMMUNICATE – Students practice communication skills in the following 
ways: 


* Class discussions based upon reading done before class


* Group presentations  to the class


* Written work as assigned 

4. ACT –  Humanities classes raise the question of how we should respond in our own lives to 

existential questions facing humanity: Who are we? What are we about? Where did we come from, why are we here and where are we going? What constitutes the good life ? What 

is good, valuable, honorable and beautiful? Students will be challenged to offer answers for 

those questions in anticipation of acting upon them in their own lives.
Texts:

* E. Bradford Burns, Latin America: Conflict and Creation, A Historical Reader,



(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1993)



*Lois Athey, Latin America, (Paramus, N.J.: Globe Book, 1993)



* Edward Luci-Smith, Latin American Art of the 20'h Century, (London: Thames




and Hudson, 1993)



*Jose Vasconcelos, The Cosmic Race, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1997)

Course Requirements:


1. Universitas means "the whole body," both faculty and students.  Hence, attendance is not optional. Your presence not only permits you to hear and see what is occurring in class, it also offers you an opportunity to offer your own insights, experience and expertise that allow for education of others to occur. After two absences, you will have missed the equivalent of one week of class and should expect a letter grade lower as a result. At the third absence you should consult the instructor about the advisability of withdrawal. The instructor reserves the right to withdraw students for excessive absences.


2. You are expected to have read the assignments prior to class. You are subject to class activities which will presume that reading. You should  always BRING ALL TEXTS TO CLASS.  Also, bring your notebook containing all class materials including schedule, syllabus, any assigned photocopied or downloaded materials and graded assignments.


3. It is this instructor's desire and intent that every student complete this course in good standing. However, should it become necessary for the student to withdraw, it is the student's responsibility to withdraw from the course prior to the DEADLINE: Friday, March 14mbytz14

4. Out of respect for the professor and your colleagues, please turn off all cell phones, pagers and beepers prior to class or set to silent mode. Failure to follow this requirement may result in ejection from class. 


5. Punctuality is a behavior expected of adults. Please be in your seat at the beginning of class and remain until the end. If you are late, it is your obligation to notify the instructor in writing at the end of the class so as to avoid being counted absent. Notices should simply contain 1. your name, 2. the date and 3. the word "late." Two late entries will count as one class absence for withdrawal and participation grading purposes. Unless there is an emergency, you should not to leave the classroom prior to the end of class. Early departure will count the same as late entries. Both are disruptive and do not reflect college level behavior. 


6. Written assignments will be accepted in class only. Unless other arrangements are made personally with the professor, you may not email assignments or leave them in his mail box at the departmental office. You will have two class periods after an assignment is due to submit it with a loss of a letter grade. After the second class meeting past the due date, assignments will not be accepted. 

7.  UCF defines plagiarism as follows: "whereby another’s work is deliberately used or 

appropriated without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own. Any student failing to properly credit ideas or materials taken from another is plagiarizing." Students who are suspected of plagiarism will have work returned for attribution. Students who are found to have plagiarized will receive a zero for that assignment. Repeated plagiarism will result in possible expulsion from the class and/or UCF. 


8. This is a Gordon Rule class. This means that each student must write a minimum of 6000 words to meet the class and Gordon Rule requirements. Failure to submit a major writing assignment or more than two of the reaction papers will prevent Gordon Rule credit from being awarded. Students must earn at least a C in the class for Gordon Rule credit to apply.

Course Requirements and Grading:

A. Participation: (150 points total; 20% of final grade) 

1. Each absence = -5 pts.; each late arrival/early departure - -2.5 pts. 

2. Critical thinking class assignments/discussion in class 
worth up to 10 pts. each

3. Group projects/presentations – 

Students will research and make group presentations on assigned topics

* Individual group work is usually graded by fellow group members for up 

to 10 pts. 

* Group presentations may be graded by classmates in audience for up to an 

additional 10 pts. 

* Notes taken from presentations may be collected and graded for up to an 

additional 5 pts.

B. Reaction Papers: (8 papers @ 10 points = 80 total; + one Summary Reaction Paper @ 70 

points = 150 points total;  20% of final grade)

Students will submit 8 short papers (average 1 ½ to 2 pages) summarizing, critically 

assessing and responding to reading or videos. A format will be provided. 

* Each paper is worth 10 points. 

* Students are to keep all graded papers  in a folder. 

* At the end of the term, students will write a summary reaction paper summarizing and 

critically assessing their own reflections throughout the term and turn it in with the folder. A 

format will be provided. 

* The summary paper will be worth 70 points (writing = 20, content = 25, class 

discussion = 25)



*Any student who fails to submit at least six of the eight reaction papers or




a summary reaction paper cannot receive Gordon Rule credit.

C. Unit Exams -  (3 exams @ 150 points, top 2 scores counted, 300 points total;



 40% of final grade)

Three announced unit exams will be given covering roughly 1/3 of the course material each. 

The tests will include 

* A take-home essay portion worth 50 or 100 points

* An in-class closed book portion worth 100 or 50 points

* The lowest score of the three will be dropped. 

* There will be NO final exam but Unit 3 Exam will be held on the final date. 

* NO MAKEUP EXAMS.  If you miss an exam, it will be your dropped score.

* Students who score an A on the first two exams do not have to take the third in-class exam though they must be present in class on the final date and complete the take-home portion. Students who miss the final exam will be given a WF
D. Unit Papers:  (1 paper @ 150 points total, 20% of final grade)

The unit paper will require a visit to the Orlando Museum of Art for an on-site


observation of the Peruvian indigenous peoples' exhibit. You will be provided 

a format for this observation and analysis paper.

* The final score of the paper will include: 

* Content = 100 + 

* Writing = 25 + 

* Class Discussion = 25 

(150 total per paper)



FINAL GRADING SCALE: 750 possible points:
675-750 A 

525-599 C - minimum for Gordon Rule Credit
600-674 B

540 - 629 D

Late Work:     ALL ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED IN CLASS ONLY.  Students must turn in all assignments on the due date. After  one class, the assignment will lose one letter grade. After the second class, papers cannot be submitted (subject to the discretion of the instructor). 

Final Comment: If something arises unexpectedly that will affect your attendance and/or performance in this class, please contact the professor. Any departure from this syllabus is in the discretion of the professor and depends upon the individual circumstances of the student in question. Any changes in syllabus requirements or scheduling will occur with notice to students. 

