IIE/SM Simulation Contest Rules and Regulations

GENERAL RULES

The intent of this contest is to have students work as an engineering team to develop a working solution to a real-world case study problem. Although you may seek advice on the use of the software or on general concepts, the actual simulation and proposed solution should be the original work of the student team. 

No additional data or specific assistance are available during the contest, but you may contact Randy Sadowski at Rockwell Software if you have general questions about the contest or the materials provided in the kit. He can be reached by phone at (412) 741-3727 or by e-mail at rpsadowski@software.rockwell.com. 

FINAL REPORT FORMAT

The final submission should contain a written report and your basic simulation model and animation. The written report should contain three sections: a cover sheet, an executive summary (1 page), and the main report. The cover sheet should contain the information about the university affiliation; the name of the faculty advisor; and the names, addresses, e-mail addresses (students and faculty advisor), and telephone numbers of each member of the group. The executive summary is limited to one page and should summarize your recommendations. The main report is limited to 15 pages, including tables and figures.

The format for the executive summary and main report must meet the following minimum requirements: 12-point type, double-spaced (24-point minimum spacing), with margins set at 1 inch for the top and bottom, and 1.25 inches for the left and right. You may use 12-point minimum spacing for tables.

Additional material may be submitted as an unattached appendix, but the judges are not required to review any supplemental material, and you may not reference this material in the main report.

SOFTWARE

The problem must be solved using the Arena software (version 3.01 or later). The problem was intentionally designed to be solved using the academic version of the software, which limits the number of concurrent entities to 150. However, you may use the research version of the software if it is available at your site. Research software will be available at the final judging. 

DEADLINES

Submissions must arrive on or before Tuesday, March 27, 2001. Any entries arriving after that date will not be considered. Judging will take place in late March and the five finalist teams will be announced in early April. One alternate team will also be selected in the event that one of the five teams is unable to attend the May conference.

Submissions should be zipped and included as attachments to e-mail addressed to rpsadowski@software.rockwell.com. When sending mail, please modify your send options to request that a receipt be sent back when the item has been delivered. The attachment should include your report and the simulation model.

Hard-copy submissions will only be accepted if e-mail submission is not possible. This type of submission should include three copies of the final report and the disks containing the simulation model sent to:


R. P. Sadowski




Rockwell Software

504 Beaver Street


Sewickley, PA 15143

Please send two copies of the disk, one as a backup in case of disk failure. The disk should be a standard 3-1/2 inch floppy disk.

JUDGING

A representative technical group from the IIE community will judge the IIE student simulation contest. The determination of the five finalists will be made solely on the final report described above and the submitted simulation model. 

Judging will be based on the following: 


Analysis of the problem


Logic of the solution


Quality of the recommendations


Application of IE tools


Validity of assumptions


Grammar

The five finalist teams will be given additional questions at the Industrial Engineering Solutions Conference being held in Dallas, Texas. The student teams will receive these questions on Tuesday, May 22, 2001 at 10 a.m. They will have until 2 p.m. to generate answers (computers and software will be provided). They will then be required to give a 15-minute verbal presentation, with five additional minutes allotted for audience questions. These presentations are scheduled for Tuesday between 3 and 5 p.m. An overhead projector, a computer, and an LCD flat panel will be provided for the presentations. The final judging will be made at the conference, with the results given at the Tuesday evening awards banquet. Additional details will be provided to the five finalists. 

