Dr. Ed Shaw’s Odyssey List


Homer's ODYSSEY 9-12: ring composition

1.
Troy, his start

2.
Kikonês (Odysseus’ victims)


{two-day storm, followed by drifting}

3.
Lotos Eaters

(a). Oriental motif


(b). Seductive; Temptation to forget home


(c). Odysseus removes his men from danger

4.
Polyphemus

(a). Monster in a cave


(b). Six men eaten


(c). Odysseus outwits Polyphemus

5.
Aiolos, Island of the Wind God


(a). Too little wind


(b). Odysseus sleeps


(c). His sailors disobey him by opening the bag of winds

6.
Laestrygonians

(a). Doublet of Polyphemus


(b). Odysseus and his ship survive; others lost

7.
Kirkê (Seductive; Temptation for forget home)

8.
Elpenor’s Death. Departure from Aiaia

9.
Nekuia, the Underworld

8.
Return to Aiaia. Elpenor’s Burial

7.
Seirênês (Sirens)

(a). Oriental motif


(b). Seductive; Temptation to forget home


(c). Odysseus’ men remove him from danger

6.
 Skylla and Kharybdis

(a.) Monster in a cave


(b). Six men eaten


(c). Odysseus’ arming to fight shows a loss of wits

5.
 Helios, Island of the Sun


(a). Excess of wind


(b). Odysseus sleeps


(c). His sailors disobey him by killing and eating the cattle

4.
Kharybdis and Skylla

(a). Doublet of Scylla


(b). Odysseus escapes alone; others die

3.
Kalypso (Seductive; Temptation to forget home)


{two-day storm, followed by drifting}

2.
Phaiakians (Odysseus’ hosts)

1.
Ithaka, his goal

