OUTLINE OF JOB

I. Prologue (1-2); Prose

II. The Poem (3:1-42:6); Poetry


A. Job bewails his birth and longs for death (3)


B. Three cycles of debates



1. Eliphaz (4-5); Job (6-7). Bildad (8); Job (9-10). Zophar (11); Job (12-14)



2. Eliphaz (15); Job (16-17). Bildad (18); Job (19). Zophar (20); Job (21)



3. Eliphaz (22); Job (23-24). Bildad (25); Job (26-27)


C. Hymn to Wisdom (28)


D. Job reviews his life (29-31); Oath of Clearance (31)


E. Speeches of Elihu (32-37)


F. Yahweh speaks (38-41)


G. Job’s submission (42:1-6)

III. Epilogue (42:7-17); Prose

Critical Questions in Reading job

1. What is the date of the work?

2. What is the integrity of the work? Does it come from a single author, or is it redacted?

3. Where was it placed?

4. What is the literary form: Epic, didactic, lyric, lament, tragic, historical, novel, essay, imaginative?

5. What is its audience?

6. What is the author’s purpose?

