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The technology Trailblazer that I chose to write on is Michael Dell.  This article will consist of:

· The Autobiography of Michael Dell








· Awards that he has earned 

· My reaction to the article

This article is about the entrepreneur of the Dell Computer Corporation Michael Dell.  Michael Dell attended the University of Texas in Augustin in 1983.  His plan of study was Biology.  Ironically at the age of eighteen Michael Dell was not interested in the study of Biology, he was more interested in sitting in his dorm room building computers.  Needless to say he dropped out of college and committed to making computers full time.  In 1984 Dell’s first full year business, his sales reached six million dollars.  In the next three years he formally changed the company name to Dell Computer Corporation.  This billion-dollar company’s sales reached 31.8 billion dollars in the year 2001, and it is known as one of the higher volume Internet sites.  

Because of the success of the company Michael Dell has been honored many times for his visionary leadership, earning a spot on Time/ CNN’s list of the twenty-five most influential executives in 2001.  He also won “Entrepreneur of the Year”, “ Man of the Year” by PC Magazine, “High Impact CEO in American Business”, “CEO of the Year”, and “High Impact CEO” by executive search firm Hiedrick and Struggles, “Top CEO in American Business”, “CEO of the Year”, and “High Impact CEO” for 1996 and 1997.  Not only has he received numerous awards for his success, but he has also written an award selling book entitled Direct From Dell: Strategies That Revolutionized an Industry, which is about his story of the rise of Dell Computer Corporation and strategies he has refined that apply to all businesses.

I found this article to be very interesting.  Even though I knew about Dell computers, I did not know about the man who made them.  I found it very interesting that Michael Dell was not a college graduate, but a college dropout.  I also wonder what inspired him to go into the field of computers when he was biology major.  He started off making computers in his dorm room and it flourished into a billion dollar business.  In many ways Michael Dell has come a long ways and has accomplished many things in his twenty year career.  He is also a member of other programs besides his computer corporation.  He is also a member of the executive committee of the World Business Council, vice chair of the U.S. Business Council, and the chairman of the Computer Systems Policy Project, and he also serves on the U.S. President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology.  Not only is he a genius at making computers, but he is also a very prominent businessman.  It’s hard to imagine that he accomplished so much without a college degree, but he did.  I feel that Michael Dell is not only a successful entrepreneur, but he is also an inspiration.  He sends the message to never give up on your dreams.
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Vocabulary Words 

	Computer
	Electronic device used for storing and processing data

	Entrepreneur
	Person who takes a commercial risk for profit

	Leadership
	Person or thing that leads.
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