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University of Central Florida

Criminal Justice & Legal Studies Department


CCJ 3024: Criminal Justice Systems


 Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:30-11:45 (Rm. HPA125) 


Term: Spring Semester, 2005
Dr. Lee E. Ross                               

HPA Room 355

Phone # 823-0757 

lross@mail.ucf.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays. 12:30‑4:00 

Mondays: 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment)

COURSE OUTLINE
     CCJ 3024, an introductory course in criminal justice, is designed to acquaint students of all disciplines with various components of the criminal justice system.  Discussions will center around the historical origin and development of law enforcement in the United States while focusing on agencies that make up our criminal justice systems. Heavy emphasis is placed upon the socio‑political atmosphere surrounding law enforcement practices and the impact of crime and law enforcement activities upon society. Throughout our discussions, intentional efforts are made to distinguish the real from the ideal, the practical from the theoretical, the sane from the insane, and certain political realities, which limit the effectiveness of law enforcement.  Toward this end, we hope to:  

1.  Distinguish among formal and informal methods of criminal justice with specific attention shown to the uses and abuses of discretion exercised by law enforcement personnel.  We will explore the general principles of criminal law, legality, and criminal liability. 

2.  Measure and evaluate the extent of crime in the United States by examining an assortment of crimes committed by adults and juveniles in the context of crime causation theory.  

3.  Appreciate the wide variety of law enforcement practices among federal, state, county, and local groups. To be able to evaluate various policing strategies directed at crime prevention, detection, and solution, and to develop an appreciation for the diversity of challenging issues confronting law enforcement. 

4.  Examine the structure and functions (both formal and informal) of criminal courts while paying strict attention to practices and decision-making in the judicial system.  Such practices include prosecution, handling of guilty pleas and the sentencing process. 

5.  Examine the role of corrections: specifically the history of American prisons, and issues confronting correctional administrators. To understand the logic of community corrections, probation, parole and intermediate forms of punishment--even capital punishment. 

6.  Thoroughly explore the juvenile justice system; distinguishing it from the adult criminal justice system by   illustrating points of departure from traditional criminal justice system practices. 

REQUIRED TEXTS

1.  Bohm, R., and Haley, K. (2005).  Introduction to Criminal Justice. McGraw Hill. NY:New York 
2.  You will also need a pack of 3X5 index cards.
EVALUATION OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE

FIRST EXAM

50 Points(. This exam covers all assigned readings and relevant class discussion

SECOND EXAM
50 Points. This exam covers all assigned readings since the first exam and relevant class discussion


THIRD EXAM
50 Points. This exam covers all assigned readings since the second exam and relevant class discussion

FINAL EXAM
150 Points. This exam covers all assigned readings since the third exam and relevant class discussion. 

CRITICAL ESSAYS  
50 Points.  Short essays are written during each class.  All answers should be submitted on 3X5 index cards, complete with names and student identification.

PARTICIPATION & 

DISCUSSION*
50 Points. This is based on class preparedness, oral discussion and physical presence.  If you are not prepared for class, you will not receive credit.  You are simply here. 

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS=400

GRADING SCALE:  You may use the following scale to determine an exam score and ultimately your final grade for this course. 





% Points

Grade

Points Earned
94 - 100
A

376-400

90 -  93

A-

360-375
86 -  89

B+

344-359
83 -  85

B

332-243
80 -  82

B-

320-331
% Points

Grade

Points Earned
74  - 79

C+

296-319
73 -  75

C

289-295
70 -  72

C-

280-288
66 -  69 
D+

264-279
63 -  65

D

249-263  

60-   62

D-

240-248
59 or Less
F

236-or less
EXTRA CREDIT: Anyone falling short of their desired score on any of the first three exams can write a three-page “reaction paper” on articles placed on reserve.  The purpose of the critique is to critically analyze various issues related to crime and justice.   Reaction Paper scores can range from 10 to 25 points.  You can only write one reaction paper during this course.   Stay tuned for details and handouts.  The last day to hand in a reaction paper is Tuesday, April 19th, 2005).
Given the diversity of topics in this course, films were scheduled to facilitate class discussions.  Occasionally, guest speakers from various disciplines and areas of expertise will join us.   Consequently, students are responsible for the content of these guest lectures besides those of the professor.

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM: ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

Plagiarism: is the act of presenting, as one's own, an idea or product derived from an existing source. If you plagiarize any written assignment, you will loose credit for that assignment, while more serious penalties are explored. Likewise, I do not expect any student to cheat on an exam.  If, however, you absolutely cannot help yourself, please refer to The Golden Rule (the University of Central Florida’s Student Handbook) or log on to www.ucf.edu/goldernrule for details.   

DISABLED STUDENT SERVICES:  Support services are available which meets the needs and interests of disabled students. Please contact Student Disability Services. 

Note: By Federal Law, students must not be given access to the grades of others, nor have their own released without their consent.  This is a reminder to you that [as your professor] it is illegal [for me] to post or display grade information using any personal identification of the student, including, but not limited to, social security numbers (in full), names, etc.  Therefore, the first three exams will be returned in class.   The final exam scores will be posted (by the last four digits of your social security number) outside of HPA 355. Otherwise, Anyone who request their final exam score via e-mail will receive it via e-mail.

ASSIGNED READINGS

All assigned readings come from the required texts.

DATE**
CHAPTER       SUBJECT/TITLE


Pages




1-11-05

One

Justice in the United States

3-28

1-13-05 
One

Justice in the United States

3-28

1-18-05

Two

Crime and Its Consequences

29-61

1-20-05

Two

Crime and Its Consequences

29-61

1-25-05

Three

Explaining Crime


62-101

1-27-05 
Three

Explaining Crime


62-101

2-1-05 FIRST EXAMINATION (BRING A SCANTRON!)***
2-3-05

Four

The Rule of Law


102-141

2-8-05

Four

The Rule of Law


102-141

2-10-05

Five

History and Structure of Am. 




Law Enforcement


144-187
2-15-05

Five

History and Structure of Am. 





Law Enforcement


144-187

2-17-05

Six

Policing, Roots, Styles, Functions
188-262
2-22-05

Seven

Policing America: Issues & Ethics
228-261

2-24-05 SECOND EXAMINATION (BRING A SCANTRON!)***
3-1-05

Eight

The Administration of Justice

264-307
3-3-05

Eight

The Administration of Justice

264-307

3-8-05

Nine

Sentencing, Appeals, Death Penalty
308-346
3-10-05

Nine

Sentencing, Appeals, Death Penalty
308-346

3-15/3-17

SPRING BREAK

3-22-05

Ten

Institutional Corrections

348-393

3-24-05

Ten

Institutional Corrections

348-393

3-29-05

Eleven 

Prison Life, Inmates Rights. . .

393-421

3-31-05 THIRD EXAMINATION (BRING A SCANTRON!)***
4-5-05

Twelve

Community Corrections

422-470




4-7-05

Twelve

Community Corrections

422-470




4-12-05

Thirteen
Juvenile Justice


472-513

4-14-05

Thirteen
Juvenile Justice


472-513

4-19-05

Fourteen
The Future of Criminal Justice
514-544

4-19-05

Fourteen
The Future of Criminal Justice



Review for Final Exam



Class Evaluations






*
"The more the merrier"

**
All dates are tentative and are subject to change

or correction. 

*** 
No makeup exam.  If absent, please provide documented medical excuse. 
