CCJ 4701 -- Spring 2010
Extra Credit
Due April 12
You have two opportunities for extra credit.  You can do either one (for up to 5 points each), or both (for up to 10 points total).  For each one, the points will be added to your percentage score from Exam 2.  You may complete these assignments individually or with a partner (no more than two people working together, though).
Opportunity #1


Conduct a survey to examine victimization prevention behavior and fear of victimization among UCF students.  You will need to design the survey first.
· You should be thinking of trying to answer two questions:  “to what extent do students engage in behaviors that might protect them from victimization?” and “to what extent do students fear victimization?”
· In thinking about people’s victimization behaviors, you might consider whether they restrict their activities (e.g., don’t go out at night or avoid certain places), carry personal protection (e.g., pepper spray), use social groups as protection (e.g., campus escorts or staying with a group), and so on.
· You will also want to give some thought to the concept of fear.  Do you want to consider one type of victimization (e.g., assault) or more than one?  Do you want to think of victimization that might occur on campus, off campus, or wherever?

· Consider tracking down some prior studies that examined these concepts to see how they measured things.  If you replicate their measures, be sure to include a page that identifies the original source of your items.
· You will probably want 10 to 30 total items for your survey.

· Your survey should be no more than three sheets of 8 1/2 x 11 paper, and should be typed.

· You should construct the survey for respondents to answer on their own (self-administered).  Think about the book’s recommendations and our discussion in class on constructing survey questions and about questionnaires.

· In your survey, use matrix questions at least once.

· In your survey, use contingency questions at least once.

· Also include questions for at least four demographic characteristics of your choice (age, race, sex, education, income, etc.).

· When your questionnaire is ready, gather responses from at least 20 UCF students.
· Write up a short summary of your findings and turn it in with a copy of your questionnaire.
Opportunity #2
For this one, you have two options.  You can either conduct a qualitative field research study or a quantitative one.  CAUTION: Do not get yourself in trouble by violating someone’s privacy when you conduct your research.

The Qualitative Option

I would like you to investigate a new social situation. Think of some situation you are not yet familiar with, and spend some time (at least one hour) investigating it by directly observing it for yourself. You can participate in the activities of this situation if you want, or you can just watch others. You can talk to these people about what they are doing if you want, or again, you can just watch. Please focus on investigating the etiquette for this situation–that is, what are the informal rules for how you are supposed to behave? What kind of lapses would immediately identify someone as an outsider or “new”?  One fun way to see if you've figured out the rules is to see what happens when you intentionally do something wrong (e.g., most people would give me some kind of sign that lecturing with my back to the class is "wrong"). When you are done, write up your discoveries about this new situation (1-2 pages, typed). Illustrate the conclusions you draw about the situation with concrete anecdotes, quotes, or other details.
An example might help clarify what I'm talking about. I have never been to a rave. Thus, I don't know how people are "supposed" to act or dress, etc. If I walked in looking like I do everyday, would this be acceptable, or would I be out of place? So, to find out more, I might spend an hour watching the people who go into a rave (or I could even go in, but since this is so new to me, I've decided to hang back a little). I'll take note of what they are wearing, their attitudes, how they talk to each other, what age group they are. I might even be able to get close enough to hear the kinds of things they say. Hopefully, all of these observations will lead me to some understanding of what the informal rules are at raves.

The Quantitative Option
Replicate the observational study by Baille, Fraser, & Brown that is available on my website (http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~bapplega), and make some systematic improvement to their methodology.  Follow Baille et al.’s format in writing up a detailed description of the methods of your study, and your results.  Include (1) a discussion of what you did differently from Baille et al. and (2) how your results compare with theirs.  Your paper should be 1 to 2 pages, typed.
