University of Central Florida

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

 SPN 1121C - Elementary Spanish II

Syllabus – Spring 2009 
	Instructor name:

	Office:
	Office Hrs:

	E-mail:
	Phone:


***Please print a copy of the syllabus in order for you to be able to have a quick reference guide throughout the semester.
Course Description: Elementary Spanish II is the second semester of the one-year Elementary Spanish Language and Civilization sequence.  In this course the student will continue acquiring knowledge of Spanish grammar and culture.  The course emphasizes oral proficiency as well as the remaining language skills: listening, reading and writing comprehension. 

SPN 1121 C is a hybrid course that combines traditional face-to-face classroom instruction with online computer-based learning. In this course students will have three hours in class (face to face) and one hour of scheduled responsibilities online. Students should expect substantial commitment and study in and out of class. The level of proficiency you attain will depend on you as the student. This course will require self-discipline and time.
Prerequisite: SPN 1121C is open to students who have completed SPN 1120, SPN 1120C or its equivalent. Please consult an advisor in the Modern Language Department, if you have questions regarding your proficiency.
Course Objectives: Our objective is for students to achieve a basic level of proficiency in the target language (in writing, speaking, reading, and listening) as well as some awareness of  Hispanic cultures which will allow students to continue to the next course. 
Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to:

· Speak Spanish at a novice level using correct word pronunciation, stress and syntax.

· Write appropriate paragraphs and compositions using complete sentences in Spanish with correct grammatical structures

· Speak and write in Spanish using a variety of verb tenses and appropriate vocabulary.

· Talk about actions in the past 
· Express hypothetical situations

· Express actions in the future
· Express influence, emotions, desires, doubts and uncertainty towards others actions
· Show a mature attitude toward cultural differences 
Texts:
Zayas-Bazán, Eduardo, Bacon, Susan & Nibert, Holly.  ¡ARRIBA!  Comunicación y cultura, 5th ed. Brief, New Jersey, Prentice Hall, 2007.  This textbook comes packaged with a code for My Spanish Lab, the course management system that you will use this semester in this course.  
It is mandatory that you purchase a textbook to bring to class.

· Recommended/optional texts:

1. Spanish/English dictionary showing usage

2. 501 Spanish Verbs
Materials/Supplies and Tech Requirements: 
1. A reliable computer, either a PC running Windows 2000 or later, or a Mac running OS X or later
2. A sound card and speakers

3. A good quality computer microphone (external is preferable to built-in)

 4.  5. A hi-speed modem (Cable or DSL strongly recommended to download audio and video without delays) 

6. A dependable Internet Service Provider (ISP) 

7. A working Email address 
EVALUATION PROCEDURES
	Grade Categories
	Percentage of final grade %
	Final Grade

	Participation
	4% / 20 pts.
	A
	90 --100%

450 -- 500 pts.

	*Homework: Student Activities Manual (SAM) in My Spanish Lab
Chapters 6 pt 2 and 12 pt 1= 5 pts

Chapters 7-11 = 10 pts
	11% / 60 pts.
	B
	80 -- 89%

400 -- 449 pts.

	Chapter Quizzes  
	   20% / 100 pts.
	C
	70 -- 79%

350 – 399 pts.

	Speaking activity
	 4% / 20 pts.
	D
	60 -- 69%

300 – 349 pts.

	Modules in My Spanish Lab


	 10% / 50 pts.
	  F
	59--0%

299-0

	Exams I & II
	20% / 100 pts.  

10% / 50 pts.

	Final Exam
	20% / 100 pts.

	TOTAL:
	 100% / 500 pts


Elementary Spanish II - SPN 1121 C Attendance Policy:

In order to fully participate in Elementary Spanish II - SPN 1121C students must attend class. The policy of the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures is that every student attends class on a regular basis.  With this in mind, the reasonable needs of students are taken into consideration and an acceptable number of absences (listed below) are permitted.  These absences should be used for valid reasons, such as illness, medical appointments, UCF athletic team participation, religious holidays, death in the family, court appearance.
Students may have the following number of absences without penalty:

For classes that meet three times per week: 
3 classes 

For classes that meet two times per week: 
2 classes 

For classes that meet once per week: 

1 class 

After one week’s worth of absences (as outlined above) you will lose 2 percentage points per hour (10 points) missed up to a maximum of 10 percentage points (50 points), total.  Obviously, excessive absences will lower your final grade considerably.  Please note that your instructor may elect to mark you absent if you arrive late to or leave class early.

Participation:  
4% / 20 pts. Speaks Spanish in class, especially when doing group activities.  Is focused in class, participates freely, and asks questions.  Answers may not always be correct, but willingness to participate and/or volunteer information is evident.  Works collaboratively in groups.  Shows signs of reading assigned pages and completing assignments, which means coming to class prepared.  Doesn’t give up when attempting something in Spanish.

3% /15 pts. Speaks English in class at times although responds to questions in Spanish when called on.  May begin speaking in Spanish but resorts to English when faced with difficulties.  Usually focused in class.  Generally prepared for class.

2% / 10 pts. Speaks more English than Spanish in class.  Makes little attempt to respond to questions.  Rarely asks questions or volunteers answers.  Usually is not prepared.  Rarely attempts to ask questions in Spanish.  Frequently translates instructions/class activities into English or asks a classmate to translate.

1-0-1% / 0 – 5 pts. Rarely participates and when does so, it’s either in limited Spanish or in English.  Is not focused in class.  Is not prepared; arrives late; leaves early. 

Speaking activities:  
Throughout the semester, you will participate in one impromptu and/or prepared speaking activity (without notes) in SPANISH.

Modules in My Spanish Lab: 
You will be expected to complete one Module per chapter. Most of the modules include a Readiness check, Oral Practice, and a Writing Activity. These are posted in My Spanish Lab within each chapter. Consult the calendar in My Spanish Lab for due dates. Assignments to be turned in will be announced by your instructor. 
Readiness Check and Tutorials will help you understand the lesson. Be prepared for unannounced quizzes on grammar and/or vocabulary.

 Final exam: 

There will be a final exam. The goal of the test is to assess your ability to assimilate what you have learned about Spanish grammar, vocabulary, language, and culture in each unit. The test will consist of listening, reading and writing sections in which your overall knowledge of the course material will be evaluated. The test is not curved and no make-up test will be given. The final exam will be comprehensive and cumulative in nature. Consult UCF’s final exam schedule for the day and time of your final exam.

Students with special needs:  
The University provides accommodations for students with special needs.  Please contact the office of Student Disabilities Services for additional information. http://www.sds.sdes.ucf.edu/
Academic honesty:  
You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the rules of conduct and abiding by the precepts of UCF’s Golden Rule found at:  http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/2e_Rules.html. In writing your compositions, please feel free to ask your instructor what is acceptable and what is not. If he or she believes that your work is not completely your own, he or she will ask you to explain in person certain words and structures and why you chose them. Any student who presents fraudulent work or work that is not entirely his or her own will minimally received a grade of “F.”
Homework in My Spanish Lab: 

Student Activities Manual (SAM) exercises to be completed are listed on the next page. The activities represent extensive grammar-driven practice that will assist the student in improving, internalizing Homework must be completed by the dates that appear in the calendar in My Spanish Lab. In order to receive credit, you must receive an average score of 85% per chapter on the Student Activities Manual assigned exercises.  You will receive zero points if this minimum score is not met.

	Capítulo
	Student Activities Manual exercises to be completed in My Spanish Lab

	        6

7
	27 thru 31, 33 thru 41, 44 thru 48, 50

1 thru 7, 9 thru 12, 14 thru 15, 17, 19 thru 21, 23 thru 28, 30 thru 35, 37 thru 53

	8
	1, 2, 4 thru 7, 9 thru 22, 24 thru 27, 29 thru 36, 38 thru 41, 43 thru 54

	9
	1 thru 5, 8 thru 12, 14 thru 19

20, 22 thru 33, 35, 37, 39 thru 41, 43 thru 49

	10
	1 thru 16, 18 thru 20, 22 thru 26, 29, 31 thru35, 38 thru 43 , 45 thru 57

	11
	1 thru 13, 16 thru 18, 20 thru 40, 42 thru 44, 46 thru 50

	12
	1 thru 6, 8 thru 15


Tentative course program:
This program may be modified according to the needs of the course. All changes will be announced in class. Read the listed sections below before coming to class each week. You are responsible for keeping up with the reading and homework assignments. 
	SEMANA DE

(week of):
	Tarea
(Assignment)

	enero
	7
	Course introduction / Review of SPN 1120


	
	12
	Capítulo 6, pt. 2

	
	19
	 Capítulo 7, pt. 1                                                                              Martin Luther King Holiday (19)

	
	26
	Capítulo 7, pt. 2        

	febrero
	2
	Capítulo 8, pt. 1

	
	9
	Capítulo 8, pt. 2 



	
	16
	Capítulo 9, pt. 1 (pp. 306-310, 320-327)

	
	23
	EXAMEN I:  Lecciones 6 pt. two, 7 , 8 y 9                            

	marzo
	2
	Capítulo 9 The Spanish Subjunctive (pp. 311-318)

Capítulo 10, pt 1                     Withdrawal deadline: March 6
  

	
	9
	Spring Break

	
	16
	Capítulo 10, pt. 2

	
	23
	Capítulo 11, pt. 1                            

	
	30
	Capítulo 11, pt. 2                                

	abril
	6
	EXAMEN II:  Lecciones 9 p. 2(pp. 311-318), 10 y 11 

	
	13
	 Capítulo 12, pt. 1                                  

	
	20
	Final Exam Review 

	
	27
	Final Exam Review

	
	28-4
	Final Examination Period 


Notes:   

· Your instructor may administer an assessment at the beginning of class. 
· There are no make-ups for homework, quizzes, partial exams or the final exam.  

· Missed/late work counts as 0 points.

· No extra credit will be given; this is a Department of Modern Languages policy.

· Please make sure that you turn off cell phones and other unnecessary electronic devices.
· This syllabus is subject to change. 

Welcome to the course and ¡Buena Suerte!
Oral Assessment Rubric 
	Criteria
	Level of achievement 
(excellent) 
	Level of achievement 
(Acceptable) 

	Level of achievement 
(Not Acceptable) 

	
Vocabulary
	Proper use of topic vocabulary 

No deviation from topic

Clear understanding of topic
	Adequate usage of vocabulary appropriate to topic 

Minimum deviation from 

topic

Understanding of topic
	Inadequate usage of vocabulary appropriate to topic 

Deviation from topic

Little understanding of topic

	
Grammar
	Proper usage of subject/verb agreement 

Proper usage of gender/number agreement 
Proper use of tense 
Uses facts, formulas, procedures and concepts appropriately to the level
	Adequate use of 

subject/verb agreement

Adequate use of gender/number agreement 

No interference with communication 
Adequate use of tense 
States appropriate to the level facts, formulas, procedures and concepts with some inaccuracies
	Inability to use subject/verb agreement 

Inability to use gender/number agreement 

Salient interference with communication 
Inadequate use of tense 
Inappropriate use of facts, formulas, procedures and concepts to the level

	
Adherence to topic/ 

Flexibility in comprehension
	Able to exchange same ideas with the interviewer 
Connects ideas or develops solutions in a clear and coherent order
	Some variation from the 

topic 

Able at times to interchange same ideas with the interviewer 
Arranges ideas or solutions into a simple pattern
	Lack of understanding of topic at hand. 

No flexibility of transition from topic to topic 
List of ideas or expresses solutions in a fragmentary manner, without a clear or coherent order

	Pronunciation
	Clear enunciation of vowel sounds Close to native speech pattern 

(based on vowel sounds)

Proper use of stressed syllable 
	Inconsistency in vowel sounds Acceptable use of stressed syllable 

No interference with communication
	Interference with communication due to vowel sounds 

Incorrect use of stressed syllable

	
Fluency
	Fluid transition from topic 

to topic 

Uninterrupted transition of 

Conversation 

	Some interruption in conversation 

Adequate transition of topic
	Long pauses in conversation 

Inconsistent transition of topic


Composition Criteria & Standards 

	
Criteria 


	Level of achievement 
(excellent)
	
Level of achievement 
(Acceptable) 
	
Level of achievement 
(Not Acceptable) 

	
Organization
	Clear supporting sentences. 
Clear conclusion. 

Clear Topic sentence.

Clear cohesiveness in the development of the main topic.

Clear transition of ideas within the topic.
	One element missing and/or unclear. 

Includes some

transition of ideas within the topic.
	Lack of topic sentence. 

Lack of sequence. 
Main idea not developed.

Little evidence/weak 

Transition of ideas within the topic.

	

Format and Mechanics 

(sentences, phrases, word order, punctuation)
	Complete sentences. 

Word order is clear.

No or minor inaccuracies of mechanical errors.

Ability to discern a complete thought.
	Complete sentences. 

Occasional inaccuracies of mechanical errors.
	Errors interfere with communication of main topic. 

Frequent mechanical errors. Obscure meaning.

	
Vocabulary
	Proficient use of topic vocabulary. 

Orthography is correct.
	Adequate vocabulary usage. 

Occasional orthographical errors.
	Frequent errors in vocabulary usage. 

Frequent orthographical errors.

	
Grammar
	Proficient use of grammar (subject/verb agreement; noun/adjective agreement). 

Conveys ideas effectively.
	Adequate use of grammar. 

Occasional errors interfering with communication.
	Inadequate use of grammar. Frequent errors interfering with communication.

	Adherence to topic
	Stay faithful to the topic. 

Include information pertaining to the topic.
	Some digression from the topic. 

Recognition of some of the information pertaining to the topic.
	Topic not addressed.


University of Central Florida

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

 SPN 1121C - Elementary Spanish II

Syllabus – Spring 2009 
	Instructor name:

	Office:
	Office Hrs:

	E-mail:
	Phone:


***Please print a copy of the syllabus in order for you to be able to have a quick reference guide throughout the semester.
Course Description: Elementary Spanish II is the second semester of the one-year Elementary Spanish Language and Civilization sequence.  In this course the student will continue acquiring knowledge of Spanish grammar and culture.  The course emphasizes oral proficiency as well as the remaining language skills: listening, reading and writing comprehension. 

SPN 1121 C is a hybrid course that combines traditional face-to-face classroom instruction with online computer-based learning. In this course students will have three hours in class (face to face) and one hour of scheduled responsibilities online. Students should expect substantial commitment and study in and out of class. The level of proficiency you attain will depend on you as the student. This course will require self-discipline and time.
Prerequisite: SPN 1121C is open to students who have completed SPN 1120, SPN 1120C or its equivalent. Please consult an advisor in the Modern Language Department, if you have questions regarding your proficiency.
Course Objectives: Our objective is for students to achieve a basic level of proficiency in the target language (in writing, speaking, reading, and listening) as well as some awareness of  Hispanic cultures which will allow students to continue to the next course. 
Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to:

· Speak Spanish at a novice level using correct word pronunciation, stress and syntax.

· Write appropriate paragraphs and compositions using complete sentences in Spanish with correct grammatical structures
· Speak and write in Spanish using a variety of verb tenses and appropriate vocabulary.

· Talk about actions in the past 
· Express hypothetical situations
· Express actions in the future
· Express influence, emotions, desires, doubts and uncertainty towards others actions
· Show a mature attitude toward cultural differences 
Texts:
Zayas-Bazán, Eduardo, Bacon, Susan & Nibert, Holly.  ¡ARRIBA!  Comunicación y cultura, 5th ed. Brief, New Jersey, Prentice Hall, 2007.  This textbook comes packaged with a code for My Spanish Lab, the course management system that you will use this semester in this course.  
It is mandatory that you purchase a textbook to bring to class.

· Recommended/optional texts:

3. Spanish/English dictionary showing usage

4. 501 Spanish Verbs
Materials/Supplies and Tech Requirements: 
1. A reliable computer, either a PC running Windows 2000 or later, or a Mac running OS X or later
2. A sound card and speakers

3. A good quality computer microphone (external is preferable to built-in)

 4.  5. A hi-speed modem (Cable or DSL strongly recommended to download audio and video without delays) 

6. A dependable Internet Service Provider (ISP) 

7. A working Email address 
EVALUATION PROCEDURES
	Grade Categories
	Percentage of final grade %
	Final Grade

	Participation
	4% / 20 pts.
	A
	90 --100%

450 -- 500 pts.

	*Homework: Student Activities Manual (SAM) in My Spanish Lab
Chapters 6 pt 2 and 12 pt 1= 5 pts

Chapters 7-11 = 10 pts
	11% / 60 pts.
	B
	80 -- 89%

400 -- 449 pts.

	Chapter Quizzes  
	   20% / 100 pts.
	C
	70 -- 79%

350 – 399 pts.

	Speaking activity
	 4% / 20 pts.
	D
	60 -- 69%

300 – 349 pts.

	Modules in My Spanish Lab


	 10% / 50 pts.
	  F
	59--0%

299-0

	Exams I & II
	20% / 100 pts.  

10% / 50 pts.

	Final Exam
	20% / 100 pts.

	TOTAL:
	 100% / 500 pts


Elementary Spanish II - SPN 1121 C Attendance Policy:

In order to fully participate in Elementary Spanish II - SPN 1121C students must attend class. The policy of the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures is that every student attends class on a regular basis.  With this in mind, the reasonable needs of students are taken into consideration and an acceptable number of absences (listed below) are permitted.  These absences should be used for valid reasons, such as illness, medical appointments, UCF athletic team participation, religious holidays, death in the family, court appearance.
Students may have the following number of absences without penalty:

For classes that meet three times per week: 
3 classes 

For classes that meet two times per week: 
2 classes 

For classes that meet once per week: 

1 class 

After one week’s worth of absences (as outlined above) you will lose 2 percentage points per hour (10 points) missed up to a maximum of 10 percentage points (50 points), total.  Obviously, excessive absences will lower your final grade considerably.  Please note that your instructor may elect to mark you absent if you arrive late to or leave class early.

Participation:  
4% / 20 pts. Speaks Spanish in class, especially when doing group activities.  Is focused in class, participates freely, and asks questions.  Answers may not always be correct, but willingness to participate and/or volunteer information is evident.  Works collaboratively in groups.  Shows signs of reading assigned pages and completing assignments, which means coming to class prepared.  Doesn’t give up when attempting something in Spanish.

3% /15 pts. Speaks English in class at times although responds to questions in Spanish when called on.  May begin speaking in Spanish but resorts to English when faced with difficulties.  Usually focused in class.  Generally prepared for class.

2% / 10 pts. Speaks more English than Spanish in class.  Makes little attempt to respond to questions.  Rarely asks questions or volunteers answers.  Usually is not prepared.  Rarely attempts to ask questions in Spanish.  Frequently translates instructions/class activities into English or asks a classmate to translate.

1-0-1% / 0 – 5 pts. Rarely participates and when does so, it’s either in limited Spanish or in English.  Is not focused in class.  Is not prepared; arrives late; leaves early. 

Speaking activities:  
Throughout the semester, you will participate in one impromptu and/or prepared speaking activity (without notes) in SPANISH.

Modules in My Spanish Lab: 
You will be expected to complete one Module per chapter. Most of the modules include a Readiness check, Oral Practice, and a Writing Activity. These are posted in My Spanish Lab within each chapter. Consult the calendar in My Spanish Lab for due dates. Assignments to be turned in will be announced by your instructor. 
Readiness Check is due before class. Readiness Check and Tutorials will help you understand the lesson. Be prepared for unannounced quizzes on grammar and/or vocabulary.

 Final exam: 

There will be a final exam. The goal of the test is to assess your ability to assimilate what you have learned about Spanish grammar, vocabulary, language, and culture in each unit. The test will consist of listening, reading and writing sections in which your overall knowledge of the course material will be evaluated. The test is not curved and no make-up test will be given. The final exam will be comprehensive and cumulative in nature. Consult UCF’s final exam schedule for the day and time of your final exam.

Students with special needs:  
The University provides accommodations for students with special needs.  Please contact the office of Student Disabilities Services for additional information. http://www.sds.sdes.ucf.edu/
Academic honesty:  
You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the rules of conduct and abiding by the precepts of UCF’s Golden Rule found at:  http://www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/2e_Rules.html. In writing your compositions, please feel free to ask your instructor what is acceptable and what is not. If he or she believes that your work is not completely your own, he or she will ask you to explain in person certain words and structures and why you chose them. Any student who presents fraudulent work or work that is not entirely his or her own will minimally received a grade of “F.”
Homework in My Spanish Lab: 

Student Activities Manual (SAM) exercises to be completed are listed on the next page. The activities represent extensive grammar-driven practice that will assist the student in improving, internalizing Homework must be completed by the dates that appear in the calendar in My Spanish Lab. In order to receive credit, you must receive an average score of 85% per chapter on the Student Activities Manual assigned exercises.  You will receive zero points if this minimum score is not met.

	Capítulo
	Student Activities Manual exercises to be completed in My Spanish Lab

	        6

7
	27 thru 31, 33 thru 41, 44 thru 48, 50
1 thru 7, 9 thru 12, 14 thru 15, 17, 19 thru 21, 23 thru 28, 30 thru 35, 37 thru 53

	8
	1, 2, 4 thru 7, 9 thru 22, 24 thru 27, 29 thru 36, 38 thru 41, 43 thru 54

	9
	1 thru 5, 8 thru 12, 14 thru 19
20, 22 thru 33, 35, 37, 39 thru 41, 43 thru 49

	10
	1 thru 16, 18 thru 20, 22 thru 26, 29, 31 thru35, 38 thru 43 , 45 thru 57

	11
	1 thru 13, 16 thru 18, 20 thru 40, 42 thru 44, 46 thru 50

	12
	1 thru 6, 8 thru 15


Tentative course program:
This program may be modified according to the needs of the course. All changes will be announced in class. Read the listed sections below before coming to class each week. You are responsible for keeping up with the reading and homework assignments. 
	SEMANA DE

(week of):
	Asignación

(Assignment)

	enero
	7
	Course introduction / Review of SPN 1120


	
	12
	Capítulo 6, pt. 2

	
	19
	 Capítulo 7, pt. 1                                                                              Martin Luther King Holiday (19)

	
	26
	Capítulo 7, pt. 2        

	febrero
	2
	Capítulo 8, pt. 1

	
	9
	Capítulo 8, pt. 2 


	
	16
	Capítulo 9, pt. 1 (pp. 306-310, 320-327)

	
	23
	EXAMEN I:  Lecciones 6 pt. two, 7 , 8 y 9                            

	marzo
	2
	Capítulo 9 The Spanish Subjunctive (pp. 311-318)

Capítulo 10, pt 1                     Withdrawal deadline: March 6
  

	
	9
	Spring Break

	
	16
	Capítulo 10, pt. 2

	
	23
	Capítulo 11, pt. 1                            

	
	30
	Capítulo 11, pt. 2                                

	abril
	6
	EXAMEN II:  Lecciones 9 p. 2(pp. 311-318), 10 y 11 

	
	13
	 Capítulo 12, pt. 1                                  

	
	20
	Final Exam Review 

	
	27
	Final Exam Review

	
	28-4
	Final Examination Period 


Notes:   

· Your instructor may administer an assessment at the beginning of class. 
· There are no make-ups for homework, quizzes, partial exams or the final exam.  

· Missed/late work counts as 0 points.

· No extra credit will be given; this is a Department of Modern Languages policy.

· Please make sure that you turn off cell phones and other unnecessary electronic devices.
· This syllabus is subject to change. 

Welcome to the course and ¡Buena Suerte!
Oral Assessment Rubric 
	Criteria
	Level of achievement 
(excellent) 
	Level of achievement 
(Acceptable) 

	Level of achievement 
(Not Acceptable) 

	
Vocabulary
	Proper use of topic vocabulary 

No deviation from topic

Clear understanding of topic
	Adequate usage of vocabulary appropriate to topic 

Minimum deviation from 

topic

Understanding of topic
	Inadequate usage of vocabulary appropriate to topic 

Deviation from topic

Little understanding of topic

	
Grammar
	Proper usage of subject/verb agreement 

Proper usage of gender/number agreement 
Proper use of tense 
Uses facts, formulas, procedures and concepts appropriately to the level
	Adequate use of 

subject/verb agreement

Adequate use of gender/number agreement 

No interference with communication 
Adequate use of tense 
States appropriate to the level facts, formulas, procedures and concepts with some inaccuracies
	Inability to use subject/verb agreement 

Inability to use gender/number agreement 

Salient interference with communication 
Inadequate use of tense 
Inappropriate use of facts, formulas, procedures and concepts to the level

	
Adherence to topic/ 

Flexibility in comprehension
	Able to exchange same ideas with the interviewer 
Connects ideas or develops solutions in a clear and coherent order
	Some variation from the 

topic 

Able at times to interchange same ideas with the interviewer 
Arranges ideas or solutions into a simple pattern
	Lack of understanding of topic at hand. 

No flexibility of transition from topic to topic 
List of ideas or expresses solutions in a fragmentary manner, without a clear or coherent order

	Pronunciation
	Clear enunciation of vowel sounds Close to native speech pattern 

(based on vowel sounds)

Proper use of stressed syllable 
	Inconsistency in vowel sounds Acceptable use of stressed syllable 

No interference with communication
	Interference with communication due to vowel sounds 

Incorrect use of stressed syllable

	
Fluency
	Fluid transition from topic 

to topic 

Uninterrupted transition of 

Conversation 

	Some interruption in conversation 

Adequate transition of topic
	Long pauses in conversation 

Inconsistent transition of topic


Composition Criteria & Standards 

	
Criteria 


	Level of achievement 
(excellent)
	
Level of achievement 
(Acceptable) 
	
Level of achievement 
(Not Acceptable) 

	
Organization
	Clear supporting sentences. 
Clear conclusion. 

Clear Topic sentence.

Clear cohesiveness in the development of the main topic.

Clear transition of ideas within the topic.
	One element missing and/or unclear. 

Includes some

transition of ideas within the topic.
	Lack of topic sentence. 

Lack of sequence. 
Main idea not developed.

Little evidence/weak 

Transition of ideas within the topic.

	

Format and Mechanics 

(sentences, phrases, word order, punctuation)
	Complete sentences. 

Word order is clear.

No or minor inaccuracies of mechanical errors.

Ability to discern a complete thought.
	Complete sentences. 

Occasional inaccuracies of mechanical errors.
	Errors interfere with communication of main topic. 

Frequent mechanical errors. Obscure meaning.

	
Vocabulary
	Proficient use of topic vocabulary. 

Orthography is correct.
	Adequate vocabulary usage. 

Occasional orthographical errors.
	Frequent errors in vocabulary usage. 

Frequent orthographical errors.

	
Grammar
	Proficient use of grammar (subject/verb agreement; noun/adjective agreement). 

Conveys ideas effectively.
	Adequate use of grammar. 

Occasional errors interfering with communication.
	Inadequate use of grammar. Frequent errors interfering with communication.

	Adherence to topic
	Stay faithful to the topic. 

Include information pertaining to the topic.
	Some digression from the topic. 

Recognition of some of the information pertaining to the topic.
	Topic not addressed.
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